
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Position Profile 
Founding Head of School 
EF Academy Pasadena 
Pasadena, California 

 

About EF Education First and EF Academy 

EF Education First (EF) provides life-changing education for global citizens. For over 50 years, its 
mission has been to give confidence and freedom to people of all ages, nationalities, and 
backgrounds. Founded in 1965 by entrepreneur Bertil Hult, EF is a privately held company with 15 
divisions that offer a range of educational programs from language training, educational travel, and 
academic degrees to cultural exchanges that transform dreams into international opportunities. 
 
EF operates more than 600 schools and offices in over 100 countries and regions. EF’s global 
network includes 52,000 office staff, full-time faculty and part-time teachers, leaders, and tour 
directors. To date, EF has helped millions of people to learn a new language, discover the world, or 
earn an academic degree. 

EF is a recognized world leader in ESL education. 

EF Academy 

EF Academy is a young, vibrant division within EF Education First. With established campuses in 
Oxford in the United Kingdom and in Thornwood, New York in the United States, EF Academy is 
a for-profit educational organization that will be opening a third campus in Pasadena, California in 
August 2022. EF Academy has been operational for over 10 years with a clear focus on international 
students. Over 95% of students at EF Academy are international boarding students. EF Academy 
has an individualized approach to admission and is proud of its ability to maximize the potential of 
each student enrolled in its programs.  

Sixty nationalities are represented on the Thornwood campus, and the experience of founding that 
campus created the opportunity to field test the systems and operations for the new Pasadena 
campus.  The combined enrollment of the two current campuses was 900 students pre-pandemic. 
With its vision to empower the next generation of global change makers, EF Academy is now 
expanding its geographical footprint to give more students the opportunity to take part in this 
journey.   

EF Academy is headquartered in Zurich, Switzerland. The central functions represented there are 
marketing, enrollment, technology and finance. Hence, the Heads of School of the campus sites are 
not ultimately responsible for the recruitment of new students but rather for supporting enrollment 
and then managing the admission decisions through admissions teams placed in the school. Since 
EF Academy is part of the privately owned EF Education First Group, the Heads of School also do 
not need to partake in any fundraising activities. They can fully focus on running the school. 



 
The President of EF Academy is also based in Zurich.  

About EF Academy Pasadena 

Opening in August 2022, EF Academy Pasadena will be a unique, brand new, state of the art 
boarding school campus with world-class facilities. All current buildings are being completely 
renovated and in addition, four brand-new residential buildings are under construction. The campus 
will have two dedicated academic buildings. A large auditorium will be repurposed to become and 
indoor sports facility with full indoor court with bleachers, separate gym and a dance/performing 
arts studio. The outdoor spaces will offer a swimming pool, outdoor sport courts and beach 
volleyball. In the middle of the campus, a separate building with a cafeteria, convenience store and 
social areas will be a natural point for the community to gather and meet. The campus will also have 
its own sports field just across the road. Faculty housing will be available. 
 
The diverse student body of international and local students, combined with staff with international 
experience will create an attractive learning environment for students seeking a unique high school 
education in beautiful southern California. The 2022 Pasadena enrollment is projected to be 175 
students. After Phase Two of the Pasadena campus development, enrollment capacity is expected to 
be 1,000 students. 
 
EF Academy will offer a US High School Diploma (ages 13-19) with advanced course work for the 
grades 9 through 12. Students can choose a wide variety of courses such as the arts, science, 
languages, business, psychology, and many more. Students can also apply their knowledge and 
broaden their experience through extracurricular activities led by faculty members. 

The Opportunity 

EF Academy Pasadena seeks a founding Head of School who has an 
international/multicultural background and is intrigued and excited about the opportunity 
to build a world-class boarding and day school from its inception. The ideal candidate with 
be a life-long learner who strives for continuous improvement and growth and has some 
experience in a boarding school environment and/or well-known American independent 
school. The successful candidate will be a collaborative leader with the ability to work 
effectively with the Pasadena faculty and staff and also with the other campuses and central 
functions to further the EF Academy mission and drive the success of all campuses. 
 
Reporting to the President of EF Academy, the Head will be expected to: 
 

• Bring EF Academy’s mission and vision to life, build a unique campus identity and create a 
culture in which students can prosper and staff is happy and motivated. 

• Be engaged in the local community to build trust and reputation of the school locally in 
order to build up a sizeable day school population to complement the boarding component. 

• Collaborate with the other EF Academy campuses to align processes and procedures where 
it is deemed beneficial. 

• Be a decisive, “can do” leader within the overall EF culture that believes that “nothing is 
impossible.”  



• Working with central functions, hire new staff and scale up the organization efficiently as EF 
Academy Pasadena aims to expand it student population quickly over the coming 2-4 years.  

 
Desired Qualifications and Qualities of the Successful Candidate 
 

• Comfortable with working in a for-profit organization 

• Entrepreneurial spirit and growth mindset 

• Proven leadership experience, preferably in an international, multicultural environment 

• Cultural sensitivity and acceptance of all types of diversity 

• Experience in leading an American independent school, preferably a boarding school 

• Comfortable with stepping in as a founding head and building the culture and performance 
of a new school 

• An understanding of the importance of a variety of experiences and opportunities that 
produce well-rounded students 

• A strategic thinker who thinks creatively and with a long-term view and remains flexible and 
open to new ideas 

• A compassionate yet firm and politically astute approach to dealing with students, parents, 
faculty and staff  

• Active listening skills and the ability to respond to constituents with empathy, sympathy and 
decisiveness 

• A proven capacity to communicate orally and in writing to all constituents with confidence, 
clarity, vision and humor 

• Comfortable being a visible presence in the internal and external community to promote the 
EF Academy Pasadena brand 

• An understanding of the California and especially LA independent school market will be an 
asset 

• US Citizenship or US work visa holder is preferred 

• The highest ethical, moral and professional standards 
 
An Invitation to Apply: 
 
This is an international search for a Head of School who would be expected to assume responsibility 
on August 1, 2022, with an earlier start date possible if the Head-Elect is available. Inquiries are 
strictly confidential and should be directed to: 
 
John C. Littleford 
Senior Partner 
Littleford & Associates 
P.O. Box 14806 
Baton Rouge, LA 70898 
1-800-69-TEACH 
John @JLittleford.com 
 
Please provide the following: Letter of Application, CV, Statement of Educational Philosophy and 
three references. Electronic submission is preferred. 



 
 

 
 

 


